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oin us as we recreate the games, feasts, tournaments, and celebrations of the Middle Ages and Renaissance. Wear the clothes of nobility and enjoy a day in the courts of Kings and Queens.

The Shire of Thamesreach is a London based historical recreation group interested in the activities, artefacts, and arts of Mediaeval Western Europe prior to the 17th century. We are a part of the Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA), an international society with branches in the UK and Ireland, many European countries, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand, and across North America.
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he SCA encourages its members to explore the parts of history and the activities that interest them most. We study dance, calligraphy, martial arts, cooking, metalwork, costuming, embroidery and literature and many other subjects; if it happened in the Middle Ages, someone in the SCA is learning and trying it out now. 

The difference between the SCA and a history class is the opportunity and encouragement to not just study the theory, but to try the practical skills yourself.

ost importantly, we take care to enjoy ourselves while doing it all: Feasts, Revels, Tournaments, Museum visits, Social occasions of all varieties, and regular get-togethers and practices. Here is a list of our main activities

Armoured Combat – recreates full-speed, full-contact armoured combat, be it a tournament duel of two people, as in ‘A Knight’s Tale’ or the massed melees of ‘Kingdom of Heaven’. We wear reproduction armour but use wooden tourney swords, just as they did in the Middle Ages.

Rapier Combat – recreates Renaissance steel sword combat. You liked ‘The Princess Bride’? Practice your Capafero, Use Bonetti’s defence! We use blunted reproduction steel swords and wear protective clothing. Study Di Grassi’s principles, contemplate Silver’s Paradoxes of Defence, or just rely on natural speed, talent and self-preservation to win the day.

Cookery – Take a thousand eggs or more…We research historic recipes, test them, and then try the results in practice. From a single dish for one to a complete banquet for a hundred people, we explore all aspects of mediaeval food.

Music and Dance – Instrumental & choral music and Courtly dance; from early plainsong through to madrigals, from Brawls to Bassedance, we study and perform the pastimes of the mediaeval nobility. 

Calligraphy, Needlework, Costumes and Illumination – learn about the techniques and materials of the scribes and clerks of the past, and test your skills with pen and ink. Learn how Elizabethan dresses were made, or medieval tapestries decorated. We have top costumiers who can teach such skills.
Studied the theory? Now try it in practice! Contact us and come along to an event!

Regular Revels and Tournaments!

Come for a day of exploration and revelry. Try your hand at what you fancy in the afternoon and then revel with us in the evening! Fence, Dance, Eat, Drink and be merry…

For details on where, when and what it’s all about, contact us:  

castellan@thamesreach.org

seneschal@thamesreach.org

www.thamesreach.org                                           (London)

groups.yahoo.com/group/Thamesreach
www.insulaedraconis.org                (UK/Ireland/Iceland)
www.drachenwald.org                                            (Europe)

www.sca.org                                                      (Worldwide)

General Contact:                    seneschal@thamesreach.org

The Shire of 
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Bids you Welcome to the

Current Middle Ages

Society for Creative Anachronism

